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RACE PRI
Matt Hines Answers the Call Cynthia Janser

Call: “To summon, invite, or bid.” Ordain: “To invest with ministerial or sacerdotal functions; to introduce into the office
of the Christian ministry.” Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary shows us that in ecclesiastic circles, these words have important,
specific meanings. On February 7, 2010 Matt Hines was ordained and installed to
ministry in the Presbyterian Church in America.

The calling to serve God in church ministry is one that may come at any time of life.

Some hear the call later in life; to others, God’s call is heard early in life. For our own
Matt Hines, that call was heard at a young age. When God called Matt to serve in the
ministry, Matt responded, “Here I am, Lord!” But it took some time for that response to

jump off his lips; still, the call was the beginning of a long journey:.

Matt, his wife Sharon, and daughter Hannah have been at Grace for eight years.

“I remember we first visited the Sunday following Easter,” remembers Matt. “I recall
how Mark Moore asked me what I thought of the service. I tried to play it cool and said,
‘It was a nice service. Mark would not let me off that easily, so he mimicked in a
mocking tone, ‘It was a nice service. He had known us for about an hour! Anyway, we
did like the service and we came back the following week.”

Over time, Matt became a deacon at Grace, then the children’s ministry director. It was
after joining the staff of Grace that the ordination journey began. To listen to Matt, it
was a process, but if you read Sharon'’s story (please see Along for the Journey, page 2),
there is much more to it. Matt says that he had a desire to be in ministry off and on
since childhood, and his father even wrote him a letter when Matt was only eleven
years old encouraging him to follow that call.

It became clear after talking to Matt that the hurdles to ordination are many. In our denomination, you must first meet certain
education requirements, then complete an internship and pass several exams, written and oral. In addition, the candidate must
submit two papers, one theological and one exegetical. If that isn’t daunting enough, Matt explains that he had the additional
challenge of supplementing his education in language studies. He had only one semester of Greek, so it was necessary to take an
additional Greek course and two Hebrew courses from Reformed Theological Seminary. . .online! “Not the ideal way to study
languages,” Matt admits. Nevertheless, Matt says that both Sharon and Hannah were very supportive throughout the entire
process, and they all felt the same joy and relief when Matt had completed all the requirements.

Finally, when asked about his long range plans Matt was quick to answer: “Well, I think we’re going to Gumbeaux’s for dinner
tonight. So I'll probably order shrimp and red beans and rice. After that, maybe watch a little TV” Sounds pretty good, Matt!

Table of Contents, Spring 2010 Edition

Ordination of Matt Hines ............. 1 Women’s Ministry .............. 4
Along for the Journey................. 2 Kid'sCorner.................... 5
The Easter Lilly ...................... 3 Kids of Grace Preschool......... 5
Tamina Spring Festival ............... 3 New Members ................. 6

Reflections on Christian Living........ 4 Community Life................ 6



http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc
http://file://localhost/Users/jansenfamily/Desktop/BUILDING%20ON%20GRACE%20UPDATE.doc

ﬁfong for the Journey by Sharon Hines

“I'm going to seminary in Dallas,” he said. “Oh,” I thought. This was unexpected. My new friend was leaving at the
end of the summer and to my surprise, | was saddened at the idea.

Little did I know that Matt’s decision to go to seminary would have a more lasting affect on me than just the
sadness [ felt over his announcement on that summer day in 1996.

Matt and I began dating while he was in seminary. We married in December of 1997 and he graduated in May
1998. Then, the job search began. There were many interviews and some positions were very promising, but
there were no offers. After four years of searching and waiting, we put the idea of being in vocational ministry
aside.

Another four years went by before Matt accepted the Director of Children’s Ministry position at Grace. After a
while, Matt toyed with the idea of getting ordained in the Presbyterian Church in America. He and David had many
conversations in which David answered many questions. Matt wavered back and forth on ‘do I’ or ‘don’t I’ until
one day over lunch, David said, “If you're going to do this, now is the time to do it.” Matt didn’t even have a chance
to respond before David began making the necessary phone call to set up a meeting for Matt to start the process of
going under the care of the Presbytery.

I'd like to take this moment to say “Thank you” to David. With his patient mentoring and guidance, Matt began the
journey to ordination. Over the next two years, there were language classes to take, papers to write and positions
to defend. Ithink I speak for both Matt and me when I say it was a long two years. There were times Matt wanted
to hang up his hat and say, “Never mind.” It was easy to spur him on because every time [ heard Matt teach or saw
him interact with the congregation, [ saw a minister in the making. [ was certain that Matt was called to pursue
ordination, even when he wasn’t.

Fast forward to the eve of Matt’s ordination service. As I was looking through our photo box, I came across a letter
that was written to Matt by his Dad when Matt was just eleven years old. The note read, “You've stated that you
felt as though you were supposed to be a preacher. Sometimes that feeling turns out to be the Lord’s way of
showing you His will. Pray about this.”

Matt’s journey started long before I ever realized it. God called a young boy to be a preacher. Through God’s
providence, that eleven-year-old is now Reverend Matthew Hines. It was the Lord’s will indeed!
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~Lowise Lewin Matthews
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Tamina Spring Festival Coming Soon! Mt Hines

During the months of summer break, the Tamina Community Center provides all-day care for school-age children. The summer
program also includes 3 meals a day, tutoring, and field trips.

Enter the Tamina Spring Festival, a fun-filled fundraiser aimed at covering expenses for the summer program. The TCC Spring
Festival will be held on Saturday, May 1st, at Tamina Community Park from 11AM to 4PM., and will include food, games, music,
prizes, and a silent auction. Grace Church, along with other churches and organizations, is partnering with TCC to help make the
festival a success.

Here’s how you can help:

SPONSOR CHILDREN: Children are sponsored for the festival at $25 per child. This provides children with tickets for all of the
festival attractions. Checks should be made to Tamina Community Center and placed in the offering plate.

DONATE ITEMS: There are two areas where contributions are needed. One is the silent auction. Games, dining cards, and
anything else for which you think someone might bid are acceptable donations. The other area is the raffle. Bikes, scooters, and
skateboards are great items for the raffle. All donations can be brought to the church office or to the center.

VOLUNTEER: Grace will be providing a moonwalk during the festival. We need volunteers to man this station (in shifts, of
course!).

Please consider being a part of this worthy event. If you would like to know more about the festival, see Matt Hines.

“Dowt be alarmed,” he said . “You are [ooﬁing for Jesus the Q\fazarene, who
‘Wwas crucﬁecf He has risen! He is not here.” —-Mark 16:6

~ —
o

Palm éunday |

e flower of Easter. It lies buried in the ooze of pond or stream. There is nothing in the grave of the dead
| % nostril or eye. But silently the forces of life are working in the dark and the damp to prepare a glorious
resurrection. A shaft of green shoots upward toward the sun. This is followed by a cluster of tiny buds. One day the sun
smiles with special warmth upon the dank, black ooze, and there leaps into the light a creature of light and beauty; it is the

lily, an angel of the earth, whose look is light. --Author Unknown
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Wcﬁons on Christian Living...

Jesus, I my cross have taken, All to leave and follow The
Destitute, despised, forsaken, Thou from hence my all shal
Perish every fond ambition, All I've sought or hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition! God and heaven are still my own.

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure! Come, disaster, scorn and pain!
In Thy service pain is pleasure; with Thy favor, loss is gain.
I have called Thee, “Abba, Father”; I have set my heart on Thee:
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather, all must work for good to me.

Man may trouble and distress me, ‘twill but drive me to Thy breast;
Life with trials hard may press me; heav’n will bring me sweeter rest.
Oh, 'tis not in grief to harm me, while Thy love is left to me;

Oh, twere not in joy to charm me, were that joy unmixed with Thee.

Take, my soul, thy full salvation; rise o’er sin, and fear, and care;
Joy to find in every station something still to do or bear:
Think what Spirit dwells within thee; what a Father’s smile is thine;
What a Savior died to win thee, child of heav’n, shouldst thou repine?

Haste then on from grace to glory, armed by faith, and winged by prayer,
Heav'n’s eternal day’s before thee, God’s own hand shall guide thee there.
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, swift shall pass thy pilgrim days;
Hope soon change to glad fruition, faith to sight, and prayer to praise.

-- Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken :
attr. to Wolfgang A. Mozart, pub.1831 \.f

Women’s ‘Ministrl_

At Grace Church, women’s ministry continues at a vibrant pace, offering many opportunities to connect with one
another through fellowship and growth in Christ.

J
A Tim Keller study of the book of Mark, led by Sarah Sexton, was just completed. A group of about a dozen women
attended weekly to grow together, and they punctuated their last meeting by enjoying breakfast at The Egg and I.
Next year’s study will be the book of Judges, also by Tim Keller.

Earlier in March, about seven women carpooled and headed to Brenham for a day. Their first stop was Ellison’s
Greenhouses, a five-acre complex specializing in seasonal flowers, shrubs, and herbs. They also featured pick-your-
own hothouse tomatoes, and the plants were reported to be 6-8 feet tall! Lunch followed at the Funky Art Cafe,
where the food was “to die for!” according to Women’s Ministry leader, Benita Whittington. The ladies capped off
their day by visiting the Antique Carousel, a fully restored, authentic working carousel that is the oldest in Texas.
The women actually rode it! “I hope we do something like this again soon,” said Barbara Adams.

This April, Women'’s Ministry is sponsoring a Kitchen Shower to benefit the kitchen in Fellowship Hall. Look for
details to be announced in the weekly bulletin, and of course, you may call Benita Whittington for more details.
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ClQ’gﬁs Corner: Coming in June..

Righ Seas €xpedition Vacation Bilile School!

Hey, kids: Tell Mom and Dad that NOW is the time to register for High
Seas Expedition, GPC’s summer Vacation Bible School. The dates for
VBS are June 14-18, and the times are 9:00 to 11:30 am. Invite your
friends and join us for games, music, fun, and an all-around good time
together! Register online at www.gracewoodlands.org. Questions?
Please see Cyndi Garlinger or Matt Hines.

Where Kids Grow

Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum
Two-Day-a-Week Program, Ages 18 months - Pre-K

Kids of Grace Preschool
A Ministry of Grace Presbyterian Church
8989 Woodlands Parkway
281.296.0911 or kog@gracewoodlands.org
Sterling Ridge Area
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Welcome New Members!

Grace Church Received Into Membership. !

John and Cully Bakht, Eli, Sam, and Philip
Christopher and Susan Connor
Rick and Jeannie Hare
Tim and Kelly Matthews, Zach, Brooklyn, Ely, and Sean
Charlton and Laura Wimberly and Steven

C ommunity Life-)
Births

James Wiley Parker, March 5

ﬁa}au’sms @

Philip Bakht, March 28

Sympathy_
Our sympathy is with Mark Cook
on the death of his brother, Randy Cook

GraceVine is a quarterly publication of |
Grace Presbyterian Church
8989 Woodlands Parkway
"he Woodlands, TX 77382
281.296.0911
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